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STARS COME OUT TO SUPPORT HEALING TREE,
3RD ANNUAL GALA  Have a Supreme evening with gala
headliner and singing sensation N’Kenge, who originated
“Mary Wells” in Broadway’s Motown: The Musical. 
Emily Althaus, "Kukudio" from Orange is the New Black 
and Louisville native, will be Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening’s festivities and Charles Baker, “Skinny Pete” from 
Breaking Bad, will make a special guest appearance. 

(LOUISVILLE, KY, October 20, 2018) — Healing TREE will host its 3nd Annual Gala: Stars 
Come Out to Support Healing TREE at the 21C Museum Hotel in Louisville, KY at 7:00PM. 
The gala is made possible by sponsors Kosair Charities, MJ Kinman Textile Artist, Venture 
First, Brundage Jewelers, Metropolitan Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Services, The 
Institute for Creative Mindfulness and Malatino and Associates. Showcasing Healing TREE’s 
work on behalf of those who have suffered trauma, those who support them, and the public at 
large, the gala is a time to celebrate the hope of healing.

The evening’s highlights star performers and guests, as well as the story behind Healing 
TREE, the importance of healing trauma in our society, and testimonials. There will be a live 
auction of premium items where you can bid on a brunch with some of the stars the next day, 
a stay at a luxurious Key West Condo and tickets and a trip to Los Angeles for the American 
Music Awards. The night features an exclusive pre-gala VIP cocktail reception and meet and 
greet with the stars for sponsors. The event is black tie optional with a sumptuous 3 course 
meal by Proof on Main and a premium open bar. 

Celebrated arts professionals, trauma specialists, those whose lives have been impacted by 
trauma and Healing TREE supporters are expected to gather for the highly anticipated annual 
event. The gala is Healing TREE’s main fundraiser and all proceeds will benefit operations 
and programming for 2019. Funds raised at last year’s gala helped bring training in the 
evidence-based, trauma focused EMDR Therapy to therapists across The Children’s Alliance 
serving Kentucky’s most vulnerable children. The focus for 2019 programming will be creating 
a college workshop centered around a short film depicting gaslighting, educating young 
people, who are statistically most likely to be involved in intimate partner violence, on red flags 
of abuse and trauma, in a unique and engaging way.

Healing TREE (Trauma Resources, Education & Empowerment) is dedicated to transforming 
how society responds to abuse and interpersonal trauma. Healing TREE connects those who 
have suffered trauma with resources necessary for healing rather than coping, provides 
education to professionals across fields and the public at large that promotes awareness, 
effective intervention and cutting edge treatment and offers empowerment through producing 
arts projects that encourage a healing movement.



Healing TREE was founded in direct response to a vast need that Marissa Ghavami, and 
cofounders Debbie Ghavami and Bruce Hardy, PhD, saw during Marissa’s own healing 
journey from Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (C-PTSD) and Psychogenic 
Non-Epileptic Seizures (PNES) after surviving a one-on-one cult and experiencing various 
forms of abuse. This gala and Healing TREE are important to the community at large because 
Healing TREE tackles one of the biggest but least talked about public health crises, not only in 
our community, but our nation; various forms of abuse and interpersonal trauma. Leading 
studies show that trauma is a public health crisis and the root cause behind much mental and 
physical illness, addiction, crime, domestic violence, homelessness and suicide. Effective 
treatments are available but there is a lack of integration between the trauma, mental health 
and medical fields and of general awareness on the issue. Healing TREE exists to change 
that so that healing from trauma becomes the new normal.

For ticket pricing and purchase or to learn about sponsorship options, go to 
www.healingtreenonprofit.org or contact CEO, Marissa Ghavami (see above.)

Thanks to our Sponsors:

 The Institute for Creative Mindfulness • Malatino and Associates


